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STATE MUSIC TEACHERS ASSOClATIOiN 
TO HOLD 46TH ANNUAL CONVENTION 
JULY 22-26 AT UNIVERSITY OF MONTANA
MISSOULA—
The Montana S tate  Music Teachers Association (MSMTA) w ill hold i t s  46th annual 
convention July 22-26 at the University o f  Montana.
Convention host w ill  be the UM Department of Music of the UM School of Fine Arts. 
Robert Kiley is  dean o f  the school. Theme of the five-day program w ill  be "Sharing 
Music,"
Times and locations o f  the respective  convention events are to be announced.
Nadine Dreskell, f i r s t  vice president o f  the Music Teachers National Association, 
w ill speak on p ro jec ts  and aims of the assoc ia tion .
Marjorie Schroeter, Helena, MSMTA p res iden t, has announced tha t Ruth Slenczynska 
(pronounced S linch inska), known by many as "F irs t  Lady of the Keyboard," w ill be guest 
k a r t i s t  and le c tu re r  fo r  the week. In piano r e c i t a l ,  Slenczynska w ill present the same 
program she featured in  tours o f  Europe and Asia during February and March 1973.
Following her 1964-65 overseas to u r ,  c r i t i c s  began c a l l in g  her "The World*s 
Greatest Woman P ia n i s t .1' Slenczynska*s early  background of study and observation o f  the 
great post-Romantic p ia n is ts  is  evident in her playing today. Among her teachers were 
Rachmaninoff, Cortot, Schnabel, P e tr i  and Nadia Boulanger.
Since her debut a t  the age of four, Slenczynska has made more than 3,000 concert 
appearances and has recorded over 100 compositions. She has been awarded the Polish 
Golden Cross o f  Merit, and a Fellowship in the In terna tional Academy of Arts and L e tte rs ,  
Geneva.
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At present Slenczynska is artist-in-residence at Southern Illinois University, 
Edwardsville, 111;
Besides writing for professional journals, Slenczynska is the author of two books, 
one an autobiography, "Forbidden Childhood,"which recounts the rigorous training under 
her demanding father, and another, "Music at your Fingertips" (Doubleday.).
Also appearing during "Sharing Music" week will be Margaret Saunders Ott, who will 
conduct student affiliate master classes. Mrs. Ott, Spokane, is well known in Montana.
She is a Phi Beta Kappa graduate of Mills College, completed her master’s study at 
Juilliard School of Music, where she was professional assistant to Olga Samaroff- 
Stokowski. In addition to her duties as staff member for two college music departments, 
Mrs, Ott also maintains a private music studio.
Her students have won national honors, including the Music Teachers National Asso­
ciation Student Auditions and Baldwin Keyboard Competitions. Stephen Drury, Spokane, 
winner of the 1973 High School Piano Auditions at the Music Teachers National Associa­
tion Convention in Philadelphia in April,is Mrs. Ott's student.
Donald 0, Denegar of Bellevue, Hash., a past president of the MSMTA, will give a 
workshop on "Rhythm."
A lecture on the "Synthesizer," a modem electronic instrument, will be presented by 
Dr. Joseph A, Mussulman, a UM music professor.
Workshops with emphasis on "The Art of Accompanying" will be given by Margaret Kenck 
and Elizabeth Bretherton, Butte, singing voice; Dr, and firs. Samuel Davis, Western Montana 
College, Dillon, wind instruments; and Dr. Gerald H. Doty, UM music professor, and
Lucien Hut, assistant professor of music at UM, stringed instruments.
A group piano demonstration will be presented by Shirley Braxton and Marilyn Vinje, 
Missoula. There will be a panel discussion>"The Eternal Triangle," with Linda Holden, 
Valier, chairman; Clara Henry, teacher; Jean Rohrer, parent, and Debbie Rohrer, a student 
from Billings,
Besides HSflTA members, the convention also is open to those who aren't members of the 
organization. Dormitory accommodations are available at a nominal cost. Those interested 
in the convention may obtain more information about the five-day program by contacting 
music teachers in various communities,
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